Sept 2010 Update

Sept, 2010
Well, my plan to do quarterly updates isn’t working too well.  The last one was in April.  But at least I got to it.  As you can imagine, we have been really busy. 
We have been back in Chicago for the last 6 weeks visiting with family and friends.  It’s starting to get cool, so that means it’s time to head out soon.  We’ll be here until the end of September. 
Back in April when we left Sebastian FL., we didn’t go too far.  We stopped in Titusville FL.  We were only there a few days, but we got to visit the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge.  We saw a lot of migrating birds.  We seem to be following them North.  
Again we only drove a short distance North, up to St Augustine, FL.  Our friends, Jim and Diane are coming to visit for a week.  We stayed at North Beach Camp Resort, which is on the inter-coastal and the Atlantic Ocean.  We learned a lot about the oldest city in the country.  We took the trolley tour which was a great way to see the city and learn about the history.  We also did some fishing, hiking, lounging on the beach and by the pool.
We are now leaving Florida.  We are working our way up the coast.  Our next stop is Charleston SC.  There are many old historic houses and museums you can tour here.  We didn’t go on any of the tours but did take a long walk through the city to see some of them.  We are more into nature so we visited the Ace Basin Natl Wildlife Refuge and the Caw Caw Interpretive Center for some hiking and learning about the local wildlife.  We are still in gator country and following the birds.  We have been lucky to see Osprey families and a few bald eagles.
Now we are heading out of nature, into sightseeing and the history of our country.  We arrived in Washington DC and stayed at a campground just north of the district.  It’s a great campground.  The city bus picks up right there, takes us to the train which takes us right downtown to the Mall.  Our friends Candy and Traci live in this area and we were able to get together with them a few times.  It worked out great.  We visited the district 3 times with a day in between.  That’s great because there is a lot of walking in Washington.  We were lucky to be able to go up into the Washington Monument.
Our next stop was Atlantic City, New Jersey.  We were going to only stay 5 nights and ended up staying a few weeks.  The weather up north was still cold and we didn’t want to move.  It worked out great.  We got to go to Atlantic City for a little gambling, and Philadelphia for a Cubs – Phillie’s game.  We also did all the historic sites in downtown Philadelphia.  Our campground was about 15 miles outside of AC near the Edward Forsyth Wildlife Refuge and to Bass River State Forest.  So we also got lots of hiking in.  We needed a beach day and headed to Ocean City.  It’s still low season here and just a few vendors were open.
On the road again.  This time to the Big Apple.  Actually we stayed in Jersey City, New Jersey.  From our campsite we could see the Statue of Liberty.  There is a boat ferry right at our campground that goes to South Street Seaport on Manhattan and the subway is only 4 blocks away.  So we stayed 5 days and never moved Big Red.  We visited all the areas, Times Square, Central Park, World Trade Center area, Wall Street, South Street Seaport, Battery Park, Statue of Liberty, and Ellis Island.  We are really getting our share of sightseeing and history this spring.
Our next stop is Boston, Massachusetts.  Actually, Littleton about 20 miles NW of Boston.  We have a week here.  We spent one day exploring, hiking and learning about the Minutemen at Minuteman Natl Historic Site.  Another day we headed to Salem, home of the witch Rebecca Nurse which is also a relative of mine.  Our last day there we took the train into Boston.  We walked through the parks, visited Cheers and walked along the waterfront.  Both of us are pretty much getting to our limit of history.
We’ve been doing quite a bit of moving.  Now we are headed up to Bar Harbor Maine and Acadia National Park for a month.  We are getting back to nature.  We love this area and if we ever come back we would spend the whole summer season here.  Our campground is right on the bus route for the city of Bar Harbor and Acadia National Park.  It’s a free bus so you can get off, then hike wherever and get back on.  Acadia is just beautiful.  It has more hiking trails and carriage roads then you can imagine.  The park is along the rugged Atlantic coast and has the mountains inland.  The hiking is outstanding.  We learned how at low tide to go out and harvest our own Mussels.  Of course there is Lobster, Lobster and more Lobster.  When John and I gave blood, we got to meet Timber Tina and Bob Crowley, both from the show Survivor.  Actually Bob Crowley won Survivor Gabon.  Our friends Jim and Diane will be come in towards the end of our stay.  On the 4th of July we got to see the fireworks over the harbor.  
We are back on the road and headed to Gorham, NH in the White Mountain region of New Hampshire.  The Appalachian hiking trail runs through this area.  It’s a beautiful area surround by mountains.  We had some good hiking with some more beautiful scenery.  So far, Maine and New Hampshire has surprised us with how much we enjoyed these areas.
However, more things to do and places to visit.  We are now in Niagara Falls, NY.  We weren’t sure it there was enough to do here.  But we were surprised.  They say the Canadian side of the falls is the best.  Yes and No.  I think there is more to do on the US side.  It’s also very beautiful and you are right next to the falls.  The Canadian side has some activities, but the big feature is that you can see both the American Falls and Horseshoe Falls at the same time.  I recommend both sides.  We signed up for the discovery pass of activities on the US side.  This includes: 
Cave of the Winds – MUST DO!
Maid of the Mist – MUST DO!
Observation Deck - Illumination and Fireworks over the falls from the platform – MUST DO!
Discovery Center

Trolley transportation

Aquarium

Adventure Movie

On the Cave of the Winds tour you actually go under the American Falls and get pounded by the strength of the water.  The Maid of the Mist boat takes you to the base of the Horseshoe Falls.  Both tours you get soaked even though they give you a rain poncho.

One day after doing the discovery center and aquarium, we walked across Rainbow Bridge to the Canadian side.  We took a long walk through the park which from here you get an excellent view of both falls.  I heard a new Margaritaville opened here just a month ago, so of course we had to go there and have lunch and a couple cocktails.  
We are pretty much done with history, hiking, and sightseeing for a while.  We decided to head back to Chicago for a couple months and visit family and friends, hang out at the campground, visit Blarneys Island and do some golfing.  
There is a lot more details on our journey on our daily journal pages.  
We have a lot on our agenda for the rest of the year.  I’ll be sure and try and do better with updates, but I can’t’ make any commitments.  

However, you can check what we’re up to anytime at our website, www.awaywego.com.  We have our journal, videos and photos there.  I have added some Google ads so feel free to visit those links.

We are now on Facebook.  You can find us at rv@awaywego.com.  

Remember:

Live for today, because there might not be a tomorrow

You only go around once, so make it good.

AWAYWEGO!!!!!!

Take care

Sandy and John Bush
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