1st qtr 2010 Update

April 12, 2010
I know last time I said I was going to do quarterly updates.  That was back in October.  Now it’s April and 6 months later.  Time goes by really fast when you’re having fun.

In October we arrived in Big Pine Key Florida at Mile Marker 30 (MM30) in the Florida Keys for 1 month.  For the most part, all the campgrounds in the keys are on the smaller side and the sites are also on the smaller side.  We stayed at Breezy Pines RV Resort.  It’s still low season in the keys so the park was only about ½ full which was nice.  

The Key Deer Wildlife Refuge is on Big Pine.  Key deer are just like regular deer but miniature.  They only grow from 3-4 feet tall.  Every morning and evening we had between 2 and 10 deer’s right outside our door.  Even 5 point bucks.  
During our stay here we headed down to Key West (KW) a few times.  We heard so much about Fantasy Fest we had to go.  We were going to go two days in a row, but one was enough.  A lot of people think we’re wild and crazy.  Now we know we’re really pretty calm compared to some people at Fantasy Fest.  The law states if you are naked your body must be painted.  Well that tells the story.  Drunk,crazy, naked people.  We had a blast.
We had a neighbor move in, Kit.  He knew another couple Paul and Carrie in the campground with a boat.  They said let’s go lobster diving.  They had all the equipment so off we went.  Once I got the hang of it, I caught 4 lobsters.  John wasn’t so lucky.  None were keepers though.
On November 2nd, we moved to MM5, Boyd’s Campground on Stock Island, just over a bridge to KW.  We were here for 7 nights during Meeting of the Minds (MOTM).  This is the largest phlocking of Parrotheads (followers of Jimmy Buffett) in the country.  Our friends Jim and Diane and Mark were coming down.  Mark was staying with us in the cow.  Mark, John and I did a snorkel/dive trip out to Looe Key Reef.  We had 3 stops and the diving/snorkeling was really good.  MOTM is 5 days of  music and parrotheads partying.  It goes on all over KW.  Duval St was closed and a huge stage set up for the street party.  We went on a great sunset sail trip.  Most of the events were at the Casa Marina Hotel outside on the beach.   

On November 9th we move again, back north to MM 20, Lazy Lakes RV Resort on Sugarloaf Key.  Linda is the manager and a good friend with Howard Livingston.  We first saw Howard Livingston and his band Mile Marker 24 up at Blarneys Island in Antioch, IL. Back in 2005.  That was when he was getting started.  We were originally scheduled to leave on February 9th.  Linda told us of a couple big concert events, so we stayed until April 1st.
On Christmas Day, we had SNOW in the keys for the first time ever!  YES! Snow!  The Weather Channel (TWC) was having a contest, Guaranteed White Christmas.  Howard Livingston and his grandson entered and won.  So on Christmas Day Adam Berg from TWC came to Howard’s house to make snow.  Howard is part of the Key West Parrothead Club and told us all to come over.  So Linda, John and I did.  We ended up TWC live on Christmas Day.  They made some video clips for next Christmas so watch for us.
New Years was a big party at the KOA with Howard and MM24.  We had a big group from the campground.  The KOA is close enough to take your golf cart to.

On my birthday Johns sister Katie came down with 4 friends.  So we met them in KW and partied with them.
February 13th was the 1st concert of the year.  It was Charity Concert in the Park.  The lineup 7 Bands – CW Colt, Horse Pistols, Chris Cook, Cowboy Troy, Howard Livingston, Mac McAnally and Jerry Jeff Walker.  We volunteered as stage security.  That was great.  We were all over with the performers.  Then they asked a favor.  We had to take about 1 ½ hours out, stop drinking and drive to KW.  They needed someone to go pick up Jerry Jeff Walker at his hotel.  No problem.  It was great.  He is such a nice guy.  We got to chat with him on the 45 minute ride back to the Lazy Lakes. 
Our friends Candy and Traci came in and stayed with us for a few days.  Of Course we had to go to KW and do the bar tour.  We had a nice beach day, visited with the Key Deer and did some hiking.  
On St. Patty’s day we did the Duval Crawl with 4 friends from the campground and about a couple thousand or so more.  We took the bus down and got a ride back.  You start at one end of Duval and after about 12 bars, you end up at Schooner Wharf.  And yes, we did crawl across Duval Street.

Our friends Kenny and Kim and Kim’s sister from Grass Lake Campground up in Antioch came down for an overnight in KW.  We went to meet them for a few cocktails .
March 20th another “Concert in the Park”.  This time the line up is 6 bands – CW Colt, Horse Pistols, Chris Cook, Dave Aaron, Howard Livingston and Paul Cotton.  Dave Aaron and his band is up and coming.  By now we’ve gotten to know them well.  He sounds like Kenny Chesney.  This time we were security for a while, and then just enjoyed the concert.
Our friend Stella and her family were down in Marathon so we hooked up with them for a great lunch and a nice afternoon.
It’s great to see and meet up with so many friends on the road.  

In addition to all the activities above, the campground had stuff going on all the time.  

Mondays – Coffee and doughnuts, horseshoe tournament, happy hour at Mangrove Mama’s or KOA

Tuesday – Potluck, Texas Holdem or Jokers

Wednesday – Band at KOA

Thursday – Ice Cream Social, jokers

Friday – 1st run movie night under the stars

Sunday – Sunday Pool Party (Free)  - you bring a dish and the campground supplies -  ½ barrel of beer, burgers, and a band.

This went on every week.  As you can see it was a rough winter.

In between all of the above we did some bridge fishing, hiking, and hung out at the beach and pool.

We had a great time at Lazy Lakes.  We met a lot of really great people and will keep in touch with them and meet up with some on the road.

On April 1st, we left the keys and headed up to the mainland to Homestead Florida.  We visited with our relatives, Mark and Tatianna and their son Johnny.  We all went to Everglades National Park a couple times and we had a great Easter dinner at their house.
Now we are in Sebastian Fl and doing lots of hiking.  We were out yesterday and saw a bald eagle.
Now you know why I haven’t been able to send out a quarterly update.  There’s just not enough time.  Being a fulltime gypsy is rough.
This summer we are going to be transients only staying in one place for a week or two.  We are planning on visiting Maine and the northeast states.  I will try to get back to my quarterly updates.  
However, you can check what we’re up to anytime at our website, www.awaywego.com.  We have our journal, videos and photos there.  We are now on Facebook.  You can find us at rv@awaywego.com.  

Remember:

Live for today, because there might not be a tomorrow

You only go around once, so make it good.

AWAYWEGO!!!!!!

Take care

Sandy and John Bush

RV Gypsies

www.awaywego.com
rv@awaywego.com
Facebook – RV@awaywego.com
